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South African States Agree on Roadmap to Accelerate Transition to Energy Efficient Lighting 

A regional transition to efficient lighting would save $570 annually
Maputo, Mozambique, 25 August 2014 – Officials from the South African Development Community (SADC) and the Southern African Power Pool (SAPP) have agreed to support a regional strategy to transition to energy-efficient lighting by 2020. The shift could save the region an estimated US$ 570 million and reduce CO2 emissions by 9 million tonnes annually.

The move came at the 43rd SAPP Demand Side Management Working Group workshop held in Maputo, Mozambique in late August led by the Southern African Power Pool and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). High level representatives from electricity providers of 12 of the 15 countries in the Southern African Development Community were in attendance.


The Southern African Power Pool is the leading organization for power generation in Southern African States. As part of its demand side management initiative, it seeks to implement policies and measures to reduce electricity demand in the region.
The UNEP en.lighten initiative addresses the challenge of accelerating global market transformation to environmentally sustainable lighting technologies by providing technical support for the transition to energy-efficient lighting. The initiative has set a target date for the global phase-out of inefficient incandescent lamps by the end of 2016.
“Efficient lighting significantly cuts electricity bills, improves grid and system reliability, reduces fuel imports, improves end-user welfare, and mitigates CO2 emissions,” said Gustavo Manez, Project Manager for the UNEP en.lighten initiative. “We estimate that replacing all the inefficient on-grid lighting globally would result in nearly 1000 terawatt hours of electricity savings annually, which is equivalent to over $110 billion in avoided electricity bills and over 490 million tonnes of CO2 savings.”
The workshop was organized in cooperation with the Southern African Power Pool Coordination Center and Electricidade de Moçambique to demonstrate the significant benefits of a regional transition to efficient lighting and appliances in the region. At the event, utility company representatives unanimously agreed that leapfrogging to efficient lighting is one of the easiest ways to achieve significant energy and financial savings and reduce CO2 emissions. The next step will be expanding joint activities to improve the efficiency of cooling appliances, electric drives, ICT and the grid infrastructure within the region. 
The workshop served to raise awareness on global and African best practices for policies and financial instruments to accelerate the transition to efficient lighting and appliances.  It built consensus on the key priorities and technical options available at the regional and international levels for the development of a concrete regional efficient lighting strategy. 
“The way forward for SADC countries is to work towards the phase-out of incandescent bulbs and their replacement with energy-efficient alternatives, such as LEDs,” said Wilcliff N. Chipeta, ZESCO Chief Engineer and Chair of the demand side management working group. “We need to aggressively promote efficient lighting and other demand side management programs and policies, and to ensure the continuous collaboration of SAPP in this effort.”
The regional roadmap for will follow an integrated approach which includes minimum energy performance standards; quality control mechanisms; country support activities such as policy frameworks and finance mechanisms; and, environmentally sound management practices, including collection and recycling of spent lamps.

Some countries in the region, such as South Africa and Zambia, have already begun initiatives to transition to efficient lighting and appliances. A more coherent regional approach would prevent the increase of new generation capacity by reducing peak demand. This in turn, would lead to significant power savings at a minimal cost, and ensure the proliferation of energy-efficient, good quality products in the marketplace.
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