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West African Nations Agree on Roadmap to Accelerate Transition to Energy Efficient Lighting by 2020 

West Africa Nations Agree Upon Regional Efficient Lighting Strategy

Dakar, Senegal, 10 May 2014 – Government officials from the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and international organizations have today agreed on a Regional Efficient Lighting Strategy which will facilitate the transition to the universal use of energy efficient lighting in the region by 2020. 

The new strategy was announced at a validation workshop in April - hosted in Dakar by the Government of Senegal, which is currently championing the ECOWAS Regional Efficient Lighting Strategy - in collaboration with the ECOWAS Regional Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (ECREEE) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) en.lighten initiative. 
At the workshop, the 15 ECOWAS countries agreed on a roadmap for the transition to the universal use of energy efficient lighting in the region by 2020.  A landmark agreement under the new strategy is to follow an integrated policy approach with includes the harmonization of minimum energy performance standards for both grid and off-grid lighting products. This will ensure that only efficient and quality products are available in the marketplace. Additionally, a national registry for energy efficient lighting products and certified testing laboratory will also be established to monitor products in the market.
The ECOWAS Regional Efficient Lighting Strategy contributes to the UN Secretary-General’s Sustainable Energy for All initiative in the region by helping governments and utility companies manage electricity demand, reduce their carbon emissions and contribute to greater access to modern, reliable and affordable energy services for end users.
In West Africa, approximately 60 per cent of the region’s 300 million inhabitants lack access to an efficient, modern and safe electrical system. UNEP research indicates that ECOWAS countries could save more than USD 4 billion per year if a full transition to efficient lighting is realized. 
A shift to energy efficient light sources in the residential, commercial and industrial sectors would result in savings of 2.43 terawatt hours of annual electricity consumption, which translates to a saving of over twelve kilotonnes of carbon emissions and almost 4 billion litres of kerosene.

“Today, ECOWAS nations are taking decisive action by integrating both on-grid and off-grid efficient lighting technologies into a regional strategy to provide critical lighting services to the people of West Africa,” said Gustavo Manez, Project Manager for the UNEP en.lighten intiative.
Stressing that energy efficient lighting is critical to accelerating the transition to an inclusive green economy, he noted that, by the end of the last century, only two countries – Cuba and Ghana – had focused on reducing electricity consumption with the phase-out of incandescent lamps. 
“In the quest to achieve the region’s Sustainable Energy for All objectives, efficient use of already scarce energy is critical” said Mahama Kappiah, Executive Director of ECREEE. “Energy efficiency is an important, yet untapped energy resource. There is increasing consensus that the best kilowatt hours are the ones we have never consumed.” 
In September of this year, ECOWAS Energy Ministers will meet to formally endorse the Regional Efficient Lighting Strategy, an agreement that Member States hope will pave the way for further energy efficiency agreements and demonstrate West Africa’s positive steps towards transforming its energy systems for a more prosperous, healthier, cleaner and safer world.
Notes to Editors:

A series of regional consultative meetings were launched in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso in April 2013. Since then four expert groups were formed to address issues such as:  minimum energy performance standards; supporting policies; monitoring, verification and enforcement activities; and the environmentally sound management of lighting products. Along with the countries, representatives from standards organizations and international lighting experts have been involved in the process to identify key strategic priorities.  
For more information, visit:  http://www.enlighten-initiative.org/ 
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